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F`ODE GLORIOUS F`ODE.         or  THE ORGANICALLY PRODUCED  P . TATE ODE.

IT DOESN`T SEEM A YEAR AGO SINCE LAST I WROTE AN ODE. 

BUT ONCE AGAIN I TOOK CLOSE NOTE. IDEAS? I GOT A LOAD.

FIRST SCENE I SAW WAS PAULINE, INTO COFFIN WITH A PUSH.

“IT WILL BE PADDED” PAUL ASSURED, WAS IT EVER SUITABLY PLUSH?

`MY NAME` REHEARSED WITH ACTIONS PLENTY, WAS GOOD TO WATCH UNFOLD.

PAUL MENTIONED MOVES OF KEYSTONE COPS, THEIR IMAGES TO HOLD.

LOOK TO HANDS , KNEES BEND, HEAD DOWN, STAND UP, HANDS BEHIND, HANDS UP NOW OUT.

LET`S TRY AGAIN, NO 5 MORE TIMES. PAUL DOESN`T EVEN SHOUT.

THE MOVE `WITH JEMMY IN ME HAND`, REMINDED ME OF POPEYE !

BUT WERE THE BICEPS IN RIGHT PLACE? NOT ALL,THOUGH ALL DO TRY.

WITH WOBBLY MOVES I SAW ONE GROUP, WITH A JELLY IN THEIR HAND?.

THE MOVES WERE WRONG BUT STILL THEY REACHED THE PLACE WHERE THEY`D TO STAND

`LOOK SCARED OF BILL SYKES ` PAUL ASKS THE CAST `NOT WHAT THE HELL AM I DOING!`

SCARED WITLESS, PAULINE, MARY AND NICK NEED A GLASS OF MOTHER`S RUIN!

`I WANT TERROR` PAUL SAYS,`NOT WHAT SHALL I BUY? GET FEAR IN YOUR FACES PLEASE`

`YOU`VE GOT FEAR` SOME SAID,`CAN`T REMEMBER THE MOVES!AND ITS PLAYING HAVOC WITH ME KNEES`

ON` SYKES` YOU JOLT, ON `BURNING` YOU LUNGE.` I THINK I`VE PEAKED!` SHOUTS BEC.

PAUL CLAIMS BLACK EYES WILL ADD TO IT. BUT CARE WITH ARMS. PLEASE CHECK!.

ON `POOR BLOKE`,BEND AND TOUCH THE FLOOR! THERE`S OOHS,AHS AND LOUD GROAN

DOWN`S ALRIGHT, IT`S THE GETTING UP, I HEAR SOME PEOPLE MOAN.

`YOUR TWO LEFT ARMS GO OUT` SAYS PAUL.`I`VE ONLY  ONE !` DEB HOLLERS.

`LEFT LEG` SAYS PAUL.`OH THAT ONE!` SAYS MEG.THEN NEW INSTRUCTION FOLLERS! 

DOWN`S ALRIGHT IT`S THE GETTING UP, I`VE MENTIONED ONCE BEFORE

`IT`S CLEAR WE`RE GOING TO GET ALONG` MADE ALL THE KNEES QUITE SORE!

THE UPS AND DOWNS WERE INTERSPERSED WITH GROANS OF `OH MY GOD!`

BUT IF NOT DONE CORRECTLY,THEN THE MOVES WOULD LOOK QUITE ODD.

`MOVEMENTS NEED TO BE BANG,BANG,BANG NOT  BANG - -  BANG - -BANG.`

`KEEP YOUR STOMACHS VERY TAUT, HANDS OUT, AT EAR LEVEL LET THEM HANG.`

`KEEP RIGHT LEG GROUNDED.BRING KNEES IN AND HEADS OUT FRONT PLEASE-WHAM

SOME MORE OF PAUL`S INSTRUCTIONS WHICH WHEN MISSED ,FROM CAST HEAR DAMN!

SAYS PAUL` IT`S LESS THAN MINUTE ,  IT`LL TAKE TO DO ON STAGE!`

THAT MAKES IT NO LESS PAINFUL IN REHEARSAL FOR AN AGE.

AREN`T  YOU GLAD THERE AREN`T 20 FOR CHORUS TO DO, PAUL ASKED  WITH A LITTLE SMIRK.

I`M SURE THE REPLY WAS YES YES YES , WE`VE ENOUGH NUMBERS NOW TO WORK.

A STAND WAS MADE, AND SO THE CAST ENJOYED IT WHILE THEY COULD!!!

SAME NIGHT ,CARETAKER SAID BE OUT BY TEN, `GET IT RIGHT!` SAID PAUL,`AND YOU WOULD`.

REHEARSING `WHO WILL BUY` ONE DAY ,A FEW THINGS I RECORD.

AND ,THOUGH  SITTING FOR OVER TWO HOURS ,I WAS NEVER EVER BORED.

DEBBIE WONDERED WHERE TO PUT HER HANDS ,WHILE SINGING STRAWBERRIES RIPE.

SHE CERTAINLY MADE ME THINK OF FRUIT. THOUGH OF ANOTHER TYPE!

ROSE SELLERS WERE VERY GOOD PLEADERS AND WOULD MAKE THE GREATEST SALES.

BUT WOULD MILKMAIDS USE BOUQUETS OR BUCKETS? PAUL DECIDED TO CALL THEM PAILS!

`GO ROMANTICALLY, ORGANICALLY, YOU`RE NOT SHOPPING FOR POTATOES.`

PAUL TOLD THE CHORUS HOW TO MOVE. ORGANICALLY?? GOODNESS KNOWS.

`IT IS AN APOLOGY BUT IT ISN`T AN APOLOGY! CONFUSED? WELL THEN JUST ASK.

PAUL MADE IT AT REHEARSAL, WHAT ABOUT?  THE SCHEDULING TASK!.

I HEARD, ONE DAY, UNNEEDED PROMPTS, HAD COME FROM CERTAIN QUARTER!

THEY FINISHED WHEN POLITELY TOLD, THEY REALLY SHOULDN`T OUGHTA!!! 

` 

I FIRST SAW ALL THE CHILDREN,WHEN REHEARSING MEGAMIX,

CONFIDENCE NOT LACKING, VERY SOON THEIR MOVES THEY FIX.

BECAUSE TWO TEAMS OF CHILDREN ACT, THE ADULTS ,THINGS REPEAT.

AGAIN AND IF NOT RIGHT AGAIN.IF LEARNT IN TWO , SOME FEAT!!

AT START OF MEGAMIX, THEY`RE TOLD `IN THIS THERE`S NOT ONE MOVE!`.

THE CHILDREN LOUDLY CHEER AT THAT.THEY CERTAINLY APPROVE.

AT FIRST NO COMPETITION ,DID I SEE TWIXT A AND B.

WOULD THERE BE SOME BEFORE THE END? WE`D HAVE TO WAIT AND SEE.

WERE CHILDREN DISAPPOINTED, THAT PLAYFUL FIGHT WAS MOCK?

`IT`S CLEAR`-PUNCH, `WE`RE` -PUNCH. KNOCKING OFF SOMEONE`S BLOCK.

YOU CAN KICK AND PULL HAIR GENTLY. SO ADULTS HAVE NO FEARS.

DO CHILDREN KNOW WHAT GENTLY MEANS? COS THEY GAVE SOME THREATENING JEERS!

`IF YOU THINK IT`S EGGY.IT WILL BE EGGY.` DID PAUL MEAN  A SANDWICH FILLING?

`T `WOULD LOOK LIKE TREACLE`, HE`D SAID BEFORE.`DO IT AGAIN.!` THEY DID.QUITE WILLING.

`REMEMBER  RUMPTY TUMPTY!`. PAUL AT LEAST KNEW WHAT HE MEANT.

`FROM THE TOP NOW! WITH CONVICTION!` AS THE TEAMS OFF STAGE WERE SENT.

`BOB DOWN, DEPENDING ON YOUR AGE!` MEANT YOU COULD MISS YOUR CUE!

COS THE AUDIENCE WOULD SEE NO FAULT.UNLESS YOUR AGE THEY KNEW!

`YOUR ARMS CAN GO JUST WHERE YOU LIKE,MIRRORING THE SET`.

NOT A LOT TO REMEMBER THERE ,THEN ! HOW MUCH EASIER CAN IT GET?

I WONDERED JUST WHAT SHOW IT WAS, WITH  PAUL`S `MANY A NEW DAY `POSE!

AND WHO WAS PAUL REFERRING TO? WHEN HE SAID` DON`T PICK YOUR NOSE!`

WE HAD A PC MOMENT, AT THE END WHERE PAUL HOPED FOR TEARS.

HE SAID` LOOK AT YOUR MUMMY AND MUMMY` WHICH WOULDN`T HAVE BEEN SAID OTHER YEARS!!

`SING  AMEN,AS IF YOU`RE BORED STIFF`,PAUL ASKED THE CHILDREN TO DO.

THEY REALLY SUCCEEDED IN DOING THIS. WHICH FOR CHILDREN IS NOTHING NEW.

ALL CHILDREN DESERVE A MEDAL , FOR EATING THAT LOVELY FOOD!

SERVED BY MRS.OVERALL, IT LOOKED SLOPPY AND ALREADY CHEWED.

IF I TALK OF ACORN ANTIQUES, DO YOU KNOW THE SHOW I MEAN?

THEN YOU`D KNOW WHY BEC REMINDED ME OF CHARACTER I`D SEEN!

THE CHILDREN GET UP AND DOWN EASIER, THAN ALL THE ADULTS DO!

AND WHEN PAUL TALKED TO SIMON,THE CHILDREN WERE QUIETER TOO!!!

HOLD YOUR POSITIONS FOR AUDIENCE APPLAUSE.- APPLAUSE, APPLAUSE, APPLAUSE.

`NO !YOU DON`T CLAP` THE CHILDREN ARE TOLD.`EVEN FOR A VERY GOOD CAUSE.`

I UNDERSTAND THE COCKEREL WHICH JILL DREW ON SKYLINE SCENE.

WAS AT THE END,BEHIND A FLAT AND SO COULD NOT BE SEEN.

BECAUSE OF ALL THE WORK INVOLVED, THE COCKEREL WAS TRANSFERRED,

AND PLACED, VISIBLY CENTRAL,WHERE  YOU COULD SEE THIS OVERSIZED BIRD!!!

IN REHEARSAL THERE WAS ONE, WHO IF NAMED, WOULD WISH HE WEREN`T BORN.

THERE WAS DIALOGUE-NOSE ITCH - DIALOGUE -EAR ITCH  DIALOGUE-RUB HAIR- YAWN!

AFTER TWO HOURS OF REHEARSAL, DAVID SAID” BLACK PAINT IS WET!”

A FINE TIME NOW TO TELL THEM! BUT THEY`VE MISSED IT,SO DON`T FRET.

`I DON`T WANT TO DO IT TWICE `SAID FAGIN,`SO PLEASE GET IT RIGHT!`

COMPARING TEAMS,WITH CHEERS FROM ONE, COULD ALMOST START A FIGHT!

`SHE`S NORMALLY HIT OVER HEAD WITH A GUN,BUT I WANT HER STRANGLED INSTEAD.`

P`RAPS BILL COULD`VE USED DIFFERENT WAYS EACH DAY,TO KILL HER AND MAKE HER QUITE DEAD. 

THE PROSTITUTES MUST WORK QUITE HARD FOR THEM TO GET THE TRADE!

AND JUDGING FROM THE WAY SHE MOVED MARY`S GOT IT MADE!

SUDDENLY THEY`RE OFF THE STREETS AND SELLING THINGS BY DAY.

WAS IT COS THEY COULDN`T MAKE THEIR EVENING BUSINESS PAY?

VILLAGE PEOPLE WERE MENTIONED BY PAUL ,TO EMPHASISE  DANCING WAY!

I DON`T REALLY THINK IT WAS MEANT FOR JACK, TO SPELL  Y.M.C.A!!

PLEASE CHECK THE POSITIONS YOU`VE TAKEN. MOVE FURTHER FROM THAT GRATING.

IF YOU STAY WHERE YOU ARE, POSITIONS ARE SUCH,YOU`LL LOOK AS IF YOU`RE MATING!

PRONUNCIATION WAS A PROBLEM.  TO KEEP A COCKNEY TWANG.

NOT SOME BUT SAM, THE BOYS WERE TOLD. THEY QUICKLY GOT THE HANG!

IT`S AS NOT US,LAV NOT LUV AND SAY ARFTER NOT AFTER PLEASE.

NOW RUN AS FAST AS YOU CAN ROUND THE STAGE,NOW STARJUMP TILL IT MAKES YOU WHEEZE!

NOW YOU`RE GASPING AND OUT OF BREATH, YOU`LL GET INTO THE PART.

WAS THIS  METHOD ACTING, OR JUST TO TEST ONE`S HEART?

`IT MAKES IT TOO KNIFE AND FORK`SAID PAUL. HE KNEW JUST WHAT HE MEANT.

AND HE TOLD THE CHILDREN HE`D KILL THEM , IF ON THE FLATS THEY LEANT.

THE OLYMPIC GAMES SHOULD ADD NEW SPORTS FOR NEXT GAMES I`VE BEEN THINKING.

DAVID AND DEB COULD ENTER ONE CALLED SYNCHRONISED TEA DRINKING!!

CHARLOTTE AND NOAH COULD ENTER TOO, WITH SYNCHRONISED DOUBLE TAKE.

WHEN MRS SOWERBERRY SAYS GENEROUS. GENEROUS? FOR GOODNESS SAKE!

T`WAS 4.15 ON THE 30TH  WHEN PAUL SAID `WE HAVE A SHOW!`

AND AS I`D SAT AND WATCHED THE TEAMS, I THOUGHT YES,YES, I KNOW.

BUT AT 4.45 ON THE SIXTH OF FEB, PAUL SHOWED A DEAL OF IRE!

TAKING HOURS TO DO 5 MINUTES,THE SCHEDULE WAS NEAR THE WIRE.

THEN AT 9.15 ON THE SEVENTH,PAUL WAS WORRIED AND VERY FORTHRIGHT.

HE MADE MANY LAST MINUTE CHANGES,IN THE HOPE IT``D BE ALRIGHT ON THE NIGHT

RELIEF WAS FELT UPON THE NINTH., FIRST RUN THROUGH MADE AT LAST!                                                                                                                             A START,A MIDDLE, AN ENDING. GOOD ! FORGET THE TROUBLED PAST!

AS ALWAYS SEEMS TO HAPPEN, EVEN THOUGH THINGS HAD MADE PAUL SHRIEK

THE SHOW IT CAME TOGETHER WELL,AND WE`VE  HAD A DAMNED GOOD WEEK!! 

A BAFTA SHOULD BE GIVEN TO THE CHILDREN FOR THEIR SNORING.

AND A BAFTA TOO FOR OLD SAL`S DEATH, WHILE CONFESSIONS WERE OUTPOURING!

OLIVERS ! DODGERS ! NANCY ! JUST A WORD BEFORE I GO.

YOU PLAYED YOUR PARTS SO VERY WELL,AND HELPED TO MAKE THE SHOW.

TO THE CHILDREN,BE BACK SOON .FAREWELL BUT BE BACK SOON.

CHEERIO,GOODBYE. COME AGAIN, PLEASE TRY! YOU REALLY ARE A BOON.

I COULD HAVE WRITTEN VERSES PRAISING EACH AND EVERY ONE.

CHILDREN,PRINCIPALS,CHORUS,WELL DONE ALL. NOW , TIME I WAS GONE!

                                             ADDITIONAL   B,A,F,T,A,S

I THOUGHT A BAFTA SHOULD GO TO RAY WHO PLAYED THE WATCHMAN PART.

THE WAY HE SAID `MURDER, MURDER!` WAS A CREDIT TO HIS ART.

A BAFTA GOES TO JOHN BALL TOO, FOR REMEMBERING TO RAISE HIS ARM.

WELL HE DID ON ONE OCCASION I SAW. YOU KNOW I MEAN NO HARM!

FOR RAISING ARMS A BAFTA GOES TO JACK I`D LIKE TO SAY.

HIS ARMS WERE UP ,WELL SOMETIMES. WAS HE SPELLING Y,M,C,A?

ANGELA, JAMIE AND LISA DID WELL WITHIN THE SHOW.

BUT THE BAFTAS GO  FOR THE DANCE THEY DID, IN THE CURTAIN CALLS YOU KNOW

A BAFTA TOO FOR PAULINE, THOUGH IT SHOULD HAVE BEEN RED CARD!

FOR DIVING IN THE BOX,YOU SEE! THIS BOX SHE FOUND QUITE HARD.

A BAFTA FOR DENNIS MOXHAM FOR NOT MIXING TWO PARTS PLAYED,

MR.SOWERWIG OR MR, GRIMBERRY! WHAT WOULD THEN HAVE BEEN HIS TRADE?

A BAFTA FOR PAUL AS BILL SYKES, HIS CLAIM TO FAME WAS THIS.

HE PLAYED GOOD PART WITH NANCY, AND IN ` MY NAME` NO MOVE DID HE MISS!

! WELL DONE NANCY,WHAT A TROUPER,  YOU PLAYED THE PART SO WELL.

YOUR SINGING`S GREAT,YOUR ACTING TOO,LIKE WHEN AT BILL YOU YELL

.

BAFTAS FOR DAVID`S BUMBLE AND WIDOW CORNEY,DEB,

GREAT SCENES THEY DID TOGETHER,AS SHE LURED HIM TO HER WEB.

THE WORDS`YOUNG WRETCH`  WERE SAID SO WELL, BY JUDITH DID YOU HEAR?

BUT IF JUDITH GETS A BAFTA OH MY, THEN FAGIN HAD BETTER, MY DEAR!!!!

FOR A SUPPORTING ROLE – SANDRA

THE JULIE WALTERS AWARD - BEC

THERE`S ONLY ONE MORE BAFTA TO GIVE  , FOR PAUL AS HE HITS THE ROAD.

WITH THANKS FOR ALL HE PUT YOU  THROUGH , AND GIVING ME LOTS FOR THE ODE..

